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Mineral Wool in Contact or Close Proximity to FIRETEX® Protected Steelwork 
For various reasons such as acoustic or thermal insulation it is relatively common that 
mineral wool will be placed close proximity or in contact with structural elements which 
are protected with FIRETEX intumescent coatings.  Dulux Protective Coatings has 
undertaken various tests to evaluate the impact of such scenarios, as discussed below. 
FIRETEX Technical Bulletin FTB 001 discusses a scenario where mineral wool was placed 
within the expansion zone of the FIRETEX intumescent coating, no reduction in the fire 
resistance period of the beam in this case was observed.  
Further testing evaluated mineral wool in contact with the flange tips or flange face of 
columns.  Again, the outcome was that no reduction in the fire resistance period of the 
column was observed. 
Mineral Wool in Contact with the Flange Face of an I or H Shaped Column 
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Mineral Wool in Contact with the Flange Tips of an I or H Shaped Column 
 

 
Mineral Wool in Contact with the Webs of an I or H Shaped Beam (Beam also encased in 
non-fire rated plasterboard) 

 
In each case the mineral wool tested was non-combustible (EN13501-1; A1) and had a 
minimum density of 40kg/m³ and in each scenario the time for the test piece to reach the 
critical temperature (500°C for the columns and 576°C for the beam) was greater than 
for the respective control sample. 
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The results obtained during the testing were evaluated by a Chartered Engineer and 
Fellow of the Institution of Fire Engineers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The information herein is subject to revision as a result of additional information or test evidence becoming 
available, please consult Dulux Protective Coatings to ensure you have the latest version.  

Nothing in this document is intended to amount to professional engineering or architectural advice on which 
any reader of this document or recipient of such statements should rely and DuluxGroup does not accept a 
duty of care to any reader of this document for such statements. TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW, 
DULUXGROUP EXCLUDES ALL CONDITIONS, WARRANTIES, REPRESENTATIONS, OR OTHER TERMS THAT 
MAY APPLY TO THIS DOCUMENT WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. DULUXGROUP WILL NOT BE LIABLE FOR 
ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE), BREACH OF 
STATUTORY DUTY, MISREPRESENTATION, MISSTATEMENT, OR OTHERWISE, EVEN IF FORESEEABLE, 
ARISING UNDER OR IN CONNECTION WITH THIS DOCUMENT. Nothing in this disclaimer excludes or limits 
DuluxGroup’s liability for any liability that cannot be excluded or limited by law. 


